
Sharing Stories 

Below you will read an explanation and a summary of the output two schools received during their final 
evaluation exercise, which they call: “Sharing Stories”. 
 
Exchange: May 8-18, 2017 
Pius X-College in Bladel hosts Jamnabai Narsee School form Mumbai  
 
On the last day of your full and intensive exchange programme you can invited your students to write an 
individual letter to one of their own teachers involved in the exchange.  
It can help to have a list of topics to function as prompts for students to decide what to write about.  
 
Preparation   

1. Provide Dutch and Indian students with a sheet of paper to write on. Some schools like to have 
different coloured paper for the Indian and Dutch students.  

2. Explain the assignment to the students. Make it clear that they will be writing to their own teacher 
about their experiences this week and why this is a valuable exercise.  

3. Write the list of possible topics on the board (it can help to list several key activities here) 
a. Meeting my partner 
b. Going to school 
c. Favourite activity 
d. Differences and similarities 
e. Food and eating 
f. Mutual interests 
g. Personal life lesson 
h. What will you miss? 

4. Give students roughly 30-40 minutes to write and hand in their letters. 
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The following table depicts examples of student output based on this exercise.   
 

32 Dutch students: 4vwo Pius X-College, Bladel. 
The Netherlands 
 

32 Indian studentst.St. 9 Jamnabai Narsee School, 
Mumbai. India 

FULL DAY PROGRAMME “CULTURAL ICEBERG 
AND BURNING ISSUES”. 
 

FULL DAY PROGRAMME “CULTURAL ICEBERG 
AND BURNING ISSUES”. 

The day programme on the cultural iceberg with 
reports, discussions and roleplays really made me 
see the differences in attitude, belief, lifestyle and 
the way we young people are raised by our parents 
in the Netherlands. 
 
A very remarkable thing for me was that this 
workshop has enabled me to look beyond the 
stereotypes we have created of both the Dutch and 
the Indian culture. 
 
This workshop has given my Indian exchange 
partner, me and my whole family a lot of things to 
talk about openly at home. I really thank my 
teachers for this amazing icebreaker. 
 
The workshop showed me that our Indian partners 
discuss issues such as sex and gay marriage with 
their friends and not with their parents and certainly 
not with their teachers at school. We can discuss 
these things much more freely. 
 
This activity has really helped me to interact with my 
Indian partner. 
 

This programme has been a true eye-opener to 
show more about culture and the differences 
between our two countries. 
 
The burning social issues showcased our various 
cultural differences, but family time at home and 
singing on bus rides helped strengthen our 
similarities and get along greatly. 
 
We covered the differences in our culture. Topics 
that are considered taboo in India were freely 
discussed and it was a bit of a shock to us. 
 
I learnt how important it is to be progressive but 
preserve our culture at the same time. 
 
It was a very innovative programme to learn about 
culture. 
 
It gave me a new perspective  on the freedom 
people have in the Netherlands. 
 
 

3-GENERATIONS-INTERVIEW AND INTERVIEW 
WITH REFUGEES IN THE NETHERLANDS. 
 

3-GENERATIONS-INTERVIEW AND INTERVIEW 
WITH REFUGEES IN THE NETHERLANDS. 

I have noticed that the working generation is so 
much more focussed on other people’s happiness. 
The topic “happiness” was amazing to discuss. I felt 
embarrassed that we teenagers focus so much on 
ourselves and on materialistic things in life. 
 
For us in the Netherlands “wealth” is a really 
different concept than in India! 
 
We have a worldclass at our school for refugees to 
learn Dutch and this was the first time we met. It 
was very interesting and I would like to encourage 
our teachers to invite them more often in our regular 
lessons.  
 

The interviews with the young refugees from 
Vietnam, Syria and Afghanistan have made me 
realise how they they had to struggle to gain a 
peaceful and better life, far away from home. 
 
The discussion amongst three generations was truly 
inspiring, the thought process across the ages as 
well as their views and advice on social issues, life, 
career and the importance of happiness has greatly 
changed my perceptions in a great way. 
 

PERSONAL LIFE LESSONS DUTCH STUDENTS 
 

PERSONAL LIFE LESSONS INDIAN STUDENTS 
 

Time has become a new concept for me! Indian 
time and Dutch time are two different worlds. 
 
I have shown myself and my parents that I can be 
responsible for a guest from an unknown country 
and for myself. 
 
I am much more aware of my strong and weak 
points after this exchange. I am not as patient as I 
thought I was. 

Now, after 10 days I think it’s okay if I say that we 
can freely talk about ourselves and have the most 
random conversations without feeling the slightest 
bit of discomfort 
 
The teachers were very supportive and they put a 
great effort in coming to all the events. 
 
I have become friends with people that I did not talk 
to in school. 
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I have learnt to focus more on similarities than 
differences. Let’s be friends. 
 
I sincerely thank the teachers for their support and 
commitment during this exchange 
 
I have seen that our guests from India do not always 
share the same rules in social relationships. We are 
much more “classless” and I really appreciate that 
our society does not act according to career, class, 
money etc. Waiters, teachers, doctors or painters 
for example have the same rights in Dutch society.  
 
During this exchange I have learnt to give in at 
times and to be a good host. 
 
I would never have thought how much energy I had 
to spend on explaining new things and to be 
responsible for a guest for 12 days. It was fun and 
exhausting. 
 
It was an amazing and unforgettable experience. 
I am very much looking forward to our retrun visit. 
 
Only ten days ago we hesitated to talk to each other 
and now we have become very good friends. 

 
This exchange has given me the opportunity to live 
a life of a global citizen, understanding the diversity 
of western culture in a peaceful society. 
 
The Dutch have taught me punctuality. 
 
All the activities during this exchange made me 
realise the value of little things that we take for 
granted. It also makes me miss the warmth of 
home, literally. 
 
I experienced the thrill of calling a new place “home” 
and new people “family”. Home is not defined by 
blood relations but on the basis of how people 
accept you, the way you are with all your 
shortcomings, nothing more, nothing less. 
 
The Dutch students are a little rigid at times and I 
hope that exposure to Indian culture will make them 
a bit more flexible. 
 
This exchange has made me realise how important 
India is to me. When you are in a different country, 
you understand even more how much you love your 
country. 
 
I left my luxurious lifestyle to learn a more 
responsible way of living. 
 
I have learnt to be more environmental friendly. 
 
 
 

 
  


